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North of 60° ----- 


PLAYING TOURIST 


It is always fun to have friends visit. We get to show them the wonders of Alaska, and get 
to see things we don’t visit frequently. It has been years since I have visited Santa Claus 
House in North Pole and the University Museum. I had never been out to Little Eldorado 
Gold Camp. 


After arriving on the 2AM flight, our guests slept in. In the afternoon, they took the Riverboat 
Discovery tour. I did not accompany them because I had to be in the store. That evening 
we went out to Santa Claus House. I told Jan (my wife) that if we were going out to North 
Pole, we were going to eat at The Pagoda, arguably the best Asian restaurant in the area. It 
is a good thing it is 12 miles from Fairbanks, because I could make a steady diet of their 
Mongolian Beef. 


After supper, we headed over to Santa Claus House. It was great timing as there were very 
few people in the store. We were greeted by Santa (aka Kris Kringle, really, that is his 
name). He asked our friends where they were from. When they answered Newburyport, 
Mass., he started to rattle off several facts and features about the area. We all (including 
Santa) share a love of Ipswich fried clams. Later, when I was waiting for our friends, 
sitting on a bench near Santa, he performed the same feat with folks from the Boise, Idaho 
area. What ever Santa Claus House pays him, it is not enough! 


I didn’t really expect to find anything 
new numismatically, but I was pleas- 
antly surprised. The first item was a 
Santa Souvenir Dollar, patterned af- 
ter the issue from 1966. It is undated, 
copper-nickel, 39mm. 


Next was an undated, 39mm brass 
medal stating “Santa Claus House, 
North Pole, Alaska on both sides. One 
side has Santa and his sleigh, while 
the other has Santa and a reindeer. 


Lastly was a Statehood 50th anniver- 
sary medal that I had not seen. The 
obverse features a design similar to 
the Alaska state quarter. The reverse 
has a map of Alaska, the Big Dip- 
per, and “The Great State of Alaska, 
50th Anniversary, 1959/2009. This 
is also 39mm, brass. 


All medals are relatively thin, but 
not overly so. They all have a 
reeded edge. 


They also had three types of elon- 
gated cents that I did not purchase. 


continued on page 48. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


David and Betty Phillips stopped in on their latest trip 
to Alaska, this time playing tour guide for his sister-in- 
law, and not having much time to hunt down wooden 
tokens. Still he did find a few and we will gladly fea- 
ture his articles in an upcoming issue. 


I plan on attending the ANA in Boston. I don’t know 
what days yet. If you are going to be there, let me 
know and maybe we can get together. Give me a call or 
drop me an email. 


The second edition of my book “Striking Gold in 
Alaska” should be available shortly. If you want ad- 
vanced notice (before the next newsletter), email or 
call. There will be a special price for those who pur- 
chased the first edition. Looks like it will be about 12 
pages longer. New information includes more detailed 
information on the drop hammer and screw press than 
in this issue, a little physics for the drop hammer, X- 
Ray Fluorescence and current mintages on my gold 
tokens. 


We are always in need of articles. If you have one in 
mind, let us know. If you have information to share, 
but don’t want to write it up, let us know. This year 
has been kind of tough. I have a couple of ideas, but it 
is always more interesting to have different people 
writing, especially the front page. 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page-$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen, 12!2¢, B-10a 45.00NB 
Bethel, N.C. Co., $1, B-2c OB150.00NB 
Cape Newenham, 794th AC&W, 25¢, B-If 24.38 
Cordova, Northern Drug, 25¢, B-28a 127.50 
Dillingham, Bradford, 5¢, B-la 152.50 
Eek, McIntyre, 50¢, B-1b 50.000B 
Fairbanks, Idle Hour, 5¢, B-27a 180.000B 
Fairbanks, Nordale Hotel, 25¢, B-38al OB250.00NB 
False Pass, Harris & Co., 10¢, B-1bI 620.00 
(Goodnews Bay), Rutlader, $1, B-2c BIN175.00DNS 
Juneau, Elks Club, 12'42¢, B-19bI 34.19 
Juneau, Anita Garnick encased cent 25.000B 


Ketchikan, Butterhorn Bakery, | sm lf, B-8aOB250.00NB 


Ketchikan, Hop Wo, 10¢, B-17a 171.38 
Ketchikan, White Cab, One Stage Fare, B-T6c 32.00 
Kodiak, Brown Bear Bus, Return Fare, B-Tla 25.000B 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, $1, B-3d 8.000B 
Latouche, Little, 12'2¢, B-2a 145.000B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 38.00 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 30.01 
McCarthy, Johnson Hotel, 12/2¢, B-4a OB35.00NB 
McCarthy, Priesner, 5¢, B-5a 152.50 
McCarthy, Priesner, 10¢, B-5bII 102.55 
McCarthy, Priesner, 25¢, B-5c 195.000B 
Nome, Harkin, 25¢, B-24a RL32.00 
Nome, New Lincoln, 50¢, B-36a OB40.00NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b 41.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 33.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c OB99.95NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c OB89.95NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c OB50.00NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c OB49.99NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d 48.19 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d OB49.00NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 6 pcs. no 10¢ or $1, NGC OB990.00NB 
Pitkas Point, $1, B-1c 295.00 
Quinhagak, Pauline Jean, $1, B-1c 70.99 
Quinhagak, Pauline Jean, $5, B-1d 34.95 
Savoonga, RCC, $10, B-1h 11.50 
Seldovia, Johansen 12'2¢, B-3bI 177.50 
Seward, Northern, 12!2¢, B-8bIII 30.99 
Seward, Seattle Bar, 5¢, B-12a 405.00 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12!2¢, B-14a 52.75 
Seward, Up & Up, 12'2¢, B-18a 132.50 
Skagway, Comisary, 64¢, B-6a 870.00 
Skagway, FOE Aerie 25, 25¢, B-9a 57.00 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a 13.01 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 25¢, B-14c 15.51 
Skagway, Mascot Saloon, 12!2¢, B-17c 34.99 
Snug Harbor, Pioner Can., $1.25, B-2a OB50.00NB 
Sugiya & Co., 10¢, not Alaskan 40.000B 


continued on page 49. 
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PLAYING TOURIST, conr. 


The next morning, we were off to Little Eldorado Gold 
Camp. I had never been out there, although Jan had 
made this trip several times. 


The two main characters there are Lynette (Yukon 
Yonda) and Dexter Clark. These guys are honest to god 
gold miners who have now started to mine the tourists. 
Don’t get me wrong. They are still miners, but they 
enjoy sharing the history of Alaska’s gold mining. In 
watching the reactions of the tourists (our friends and 
others), it was easy to see why Lynette and Dexter choose 

to do this. A load of dirt is dumped at the head of sluice | 


and the gates are opened allowing water to rush in, wash- 
ing the dirt away. The top riffles are pried up and a “ 


shovel scoops up the dirt that was caught in the riffles. 
This dirt is divided among several gold pans, and work- 
ers spread out so all can see them wash out the dirt, and 
get down to the gold. There were more than a few 
“wows.” I don’t know if I have ever expressed this in 
this newsletter, but I have said many times that I am 
very happy that no one ever asked me to go gold mining 
seriously. I would still be out there! 


An attraction like Little Eldorado could hire “actors” to 
play the parts that Lynette and Dexter play, but it just 
wouldn’t be the same. These folks love Alaska, love 
mining, and love sharing those feelings with our visi- 
tors. 


That evening, we went up to the University of Alaska 
Museum. Again, it has been years since I had been up 
there. There has been a major addition devoted mainly 
to art. Many of the exhibits were there the last time I 
was there. Naturally, my favorite is the gold display. 
While not very large, it is impressive. I could have spent 
another hour just looking at it and reading where the 
nuggets were from. One of our friends asked if there 
was anything in the display I would like to own. I told 
her that I had several of the items (gold medals), but 
there was really nothing of note that I would like to own 
(ok, that 20+ ounce nugget would be nice, but it’s just a 
nugget). But then I thought, yes, there is something 
there I would like to own. The platinum nugget (I don’t 
recall, but I think it was under a half ounce)! Anyone 
can have a gold nugget, but I would like a platinum 
nugget. And of course, some small platinum flake or 
fines to make platinum tokens. I can dream. 


It is good to get reacquainted with the local attractions 
and be reminded what is special about Fairbanks. 
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NEW AND IMPROVED"! 


I rebuilt my drop hammer, with a newly 
acquired 50 pound weight, and bolted it 
to a spruce log. With a 5 foot drop, 50 
pounds is not quite enough to strike my 
1 oz. gold tokens. Pushing it down the 
guides almost gave me a full strike on a 
test silver blank (below). I will have to 
try again, and throw it down the guides 
and that should do it. 


MY NEW TOY 


We had to go to Rhode Island for a 
wedding, so it was the perfect oppor- 
tunity to look at screw presses. I had 
hoped to buy one large enough to do 
my | oz. gold with one pressing. | — 
tested a #4, and it could not do it. So, 
I settled for a 2A. It is a nice little 
press that I am just now experiment- 
ing with. 


It is large enough to punch out a silver blank 32mm by 
2.4mm to test the drop hammer (above). Later, I pressed 
out a 32mm blank that was 3.75mm thick. 


I punched out 14mm silver blanks about 2mm thick. 
This makes about a 1/10 ounce silver blank. To test the 
striking ability, I made dies stating Screw Press Test/ 
Alaska .999 Silver. These are shown actual size, and 
enlarged (to show the lettering error). 


I will continue to experiment with larger blanks to see 
what the press’s capacity is. These are available for 
$10 plus SASE or $3 postage and handling. 


CHALLENGE COINS 


A 


ALASKA: Alaskan Air Command. Red, white and blue 
on brass. Size not given. 


ELMENDORF AFB: 2007 Air Force Ball, 60th An- 
niversary of the Air Force. Red, white, blue, and yel- 
low on brass, 45mm. 


nea 


ayad MINGZEETO) 
| OD ded Werepeereet®™ 
KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: Keflavik Chief Petty Offic- 
ers Association. Black, red, yellow, green and white on 
bronze. 


Collector wishes to buy needed Yukon tokens and 
exonumia. Please advise what you may have and 
price to: Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge P.O., 
1201 Oxford St. W., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 
5E1 or Ibuth@ webmanager.on.ca #10/10 


KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: MCSF Company, U.S. Ma- 
rines. Black and white on bronze. Reverse not shown. 


KENAI: Kenai Police Department Communications 
Center. Red, white, blue, black and gold, 45mm. 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Most Challenge Coins are about 
38 to 40mm. Some are larger, some smaller. All are 
shown at about 38mm, but this may not be actual size. 
Actual size is noted where known. If the enamel is 
shown “on gold” or “on silver’, this should be assumed 
to be gold colored or silver colored and not the actual 
metal. 


PRICES REALIZED, cont. 


Teller, No. Star Merch., 25¢, 50¢, $1, B-2b-d 56.59 
Tonsina, Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 36.00 
Valdez, CBB, 1242¢ TC, B-4a OB45.00NB 
Valdez, CBB, 12'2¢, B-4b 37.00 
Valdez, I&B, no denom., B-9a 90.000B 
Wacker, Wacker Trans., Fare, B-T3al 9.990B 
Dawson, B&M, 12!2¢, B-4a 50.000B 
Dawson, B&M, 1212¢, B-4a 128.00 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 50¢, B-7b 20.65 
Whitehorse, TD&P, $5, B-7d 106.49 
Whitehorse, TD&P, set of 6, B-7 227.50 
AYPE, encased cent, round 51.99 
AYPE, encased cent, round, “gem BU” 99.000B 


AK Gold, | Pinch, 1898, oct. NGC-65 BIN1,950.00DNS 
AYPE, “4 DWT, NGC-66 BIN4,275.00DNS 
AYPE, 4 DWT BIN225.00DNS 
AYPE, 2 DWT, NGC-63 BIN975.00DNS 


AYPE, 1 DWT, NGC-58 199.95 
Rubles to Statehood (book) OB39.99NB 
FNB Fairbanks, $5, red seal 7,600.00 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL= relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell TR = see For the Record 
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FOR THE RECORD 


ALASKA COASTAL AIRLINES: Tool Check. 
Brass, 31mm (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 


ANCHORAGE: Billik-Inn Cocktail Lounge, good for 
one drink. White on pink plastic, 41mm _ (submitted 
by Ken -—_ 


ANCHORAGE: Bird House, good for nothin’ !. Black 
on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


ANCHORAGE: Club Oasis, The ‘oolet Bt spot in 
Anchorage, One drink bought for you from a friend 
Value $3.50. Black on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 
(ANCHORAGE/EAGLE RIVER): The Whaler, re- 
invented (Anchorage) and Homestead (Eagle River). 
One free drink. White on red poker chip, with metal 
center, 41mm (submitted by Ken Rieck). Next col- 
umn. 
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HOMER: The Alibi, good for one free drink. Gold on 
pink plastic, 38mm (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


HOMER: American Legion, General Buckner Post 16, 
good for one drink. Blue on white plastic, 38mm (sub- 
mitted by Ken Rieck). 


HOMER: 
Duggan’s Water- 
front Pub, good for 
a $4.50 drink. 
Multicolored 
laminated card, 
87mm x 50mm 
(submitted by Ken 
Rieck). 


FOR THE RECORD, cont. 


HOMER: Kharacters, good for one drink. Black on 
red plastic, 32mm (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


(INDIAN): Indian House Restaurant, good for 1 free 
well drink. Black on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


NINILCHIK: A.L. (American Legion) Post 18, good 
for one drink. Gold on blue plastic, 38mm (submitted 
by Ken Rieck). 


SOLDOTNA: A&B Products, Alva Wiseman, New- 
ton Mfg. Co. TUIT. Black on wood (submitted by Ken 
Rieck). 
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TALKEETNA: VFW (Ace) Ebling Post 3836, good 
for one free drink. Black on wood (submitted by Ken 
Rieck). 


MAVERICK: American Legion “V”. The bar man- 
ager at Darwin’s Theory solicits tokens for Ken Rieck 
and got this one. No information is available, but she 
and Ken are working on it. Gold printing on soft black 
plastic, 42mm. 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA: Canadian Numismatic 
Association convention, 1996. Features a view of the 
White Pass & Yukon railroad. Bronze, 39mm. 


(RICHMOND, B.C.): Delta Smelting & Refining, 2 
oz. gold bar. Delta had offices in Fairbanks. When 
they went bankrupt, a lot of local miners lost the gold 
they had on deposit. 


(ANCHORAGE): Alaska Native Heritage Center. Five 
medals noting Alaska native groups. All bronze, 39mm. 


Claimed to be from Gakona Station, Alaska. The seller 
on eBay wove an interesting tale, and imaginative in- 
terpretation of TVCo being Valdez Transportation Co. 
We don’t buy it. Fortunately, the PR of only $39.88 in- 
dicates that not too many other folks bought the story. 
Sadly, a Google search does not turn up Gakona Station 
except the HAARP facility partially funded by DARPA. 


MORE FOR THE RECORD 


o—» 


LUPIN, NWT: Lupin Gold Mine, originally owned by 
Echo Bay. Opened in 1982, closed in 2005. The Lupin 
Mine is now located in Nunavut Territory (after the 
NWT was subdivided). Brass, 39mm. 


ENGINEER 
GOLD MINES — 
LTD., INC. 


ENGINEER 


GOLD MINES 
LTD., INC. 


TAKU ARM, B.C.: Engineer Gold Mines, Ltd., Inc. 
5¢, 10¢ and 25¢ chits. Probably faded, the colors seem 
to be gray, yellow and blue-green with black or dark 
blue printing. These bring to mind a Bill Cosby rou- 
tine. Set in the hospital as child for tonsil removal, a 
nurse or orderly is addressed as “Hey you, almost a doc- 
tor.” Well, these are almost Alaska or almost Yukon. 
The gold rush to the Atlin area of B.C. occurred only a 
couple of years after the Klondike gold rush. This mine 
was located on the south end of Taku Arm, 26 miles 
west of Atlin. It was staked in 1899. The company 
name on the chits dates these to after 1924. The 
company’s history is tied into the sinking of the Prin- 
cess Sophia in 1918, and Polly the (infamous) Parrot of 
the Caribou Hotel (B-1la) in Carcross. (Chits submitted 
by Jim Robb). 
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Plus $5 postage 
per order. 
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ALASKA MINT GOLD RELIEF 


Robert Peary: Franklin Mint, 100 Greatest Americans. 
500 grains sterling, 462.5 grains pure (not quite an 
ounce). Information card included. 

* Kk Ck ok Kk Ck ok of 


EAGLE with Land of the Midnight Sun reverse. 


CARIBOU with State Seal reverse. 


Both with original box and info card. The current retail 
on these is $90. Only one each, $45 each plus postage. 


ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDAL WITH STATE 
QUARTER 


Our new silver medal features the Alaska state quarter. 
The quarter is set into a depression in the medal and 
super glued in place. 


It carries the legend “49th State” and “The Last Fron- 
tier.” The reverse is our standard Denali “Great Land” 
die. 


We have made 200 of these. The second 100 have not 
been modified from the first. 


Price is $30 per medal, and $5 for postage and han- 
dling per order. 


Also available: Our one ounce silver “Moose” medal. 
These are also priced at $30 plus $5 for postage and 
handling. 


NOTE: Only one $5 shipping and handling charge 
per order. Order 1 item or many, pay only $5 for post- 
age. 
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IDITAROD PHONE BOOK 


Ever read a phone book? The current ones might be a 
bit boring, but when you get one from 1911, it makes 
for interesting reading. Possible token issuers are dis- 
covered, movements of others can be followed and 
business names and owners can be tracked. 


While the Iditarod Telephone Directory does not (to 
my knowledge) help attribute any tokens, it does pro- 
vide some information. 


Anderson Bros. & Nerland - this firm was well known 
in the north, still existing as Nerland’s when I came to 
Fairbanks in 1974. Several other Fairbanks merchants 
apparently had a branch in Iditarod. 


Saloons and other drinking establishments included the 
following with proprietors: 


Bank Saloon, C.E. Hoxie 

Budweiser Bar, J.F. Baird 

Horseshoe Saloon, Jake Mutchler 

Manuel’s Saloon (no proprietor listed) 
Mecca Saloon, Auten & Ferguson 

Miners Home Saloon, Miller & Jerman 
Northern Saloon, Marsh & (Harry) Ashland 
Pioneer Saloon, Ramps Peterson 

Worden Saloon, Chas. Worden 


There are several general merchants, hotels and 
“houses.” 


Rev. S. Hall Young, well known Presbyterian mission- 
ary is listed. 


Joe Jean, who issued tokens at Goodnews Bay is shown 
as the proprietor of the Summit Roadhouse. This is 
listed outside the Iditarod section, so its exact location 
is unknown (see ATC&PN 86-6). 


Also listed in the book is Flat City, with the Branch 
Saloon (Baird and Anderson), Casey’s Saloon (Wm. 
Casey) and H&M Pool Hall (Hussey & Mannion). 


Flat Creek has the Forks Roadhouse (Cullen). Discov- 
ery and Otter offer two “pool room, tobacco and cigar” 
businesses - Bain & Peterson and Thiele & Spencer. 
Located at One Above is the Albright Roadhouse. 


So dig out your mavericks. Perhaps you will get lucky! 


AUSTRALIA ANTARCTIC 


Australia has the largest territorial claim on the antarc- 
tic continent. For several years now, they have issued 
a very attractive commemorative 1 ounce silver dollar 
for Australia Antarctic Territory. The 2010 issue notes 
the sled dog, which is not banished from the continent. 
The coin is colorized and very attractive. 


Australia possesses Heard Island and McDonald Is- 
lands. These are sub-antarctic Islands located in the 
southern Indian Ocean about 53° South. They are a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. 


As part of Celebrate Australia, the Perth mint has is- 
sued five $1 (30.6mm, aluminum bronze) coins noting 
World Heritage sites in Australia: Heard and McDonald 
Islands, the Greater Blue Mountains, the Great Barrier 
Reef, Shark Bay and the Tasmanian Wilderness. 


The coins are all colorized and issued in an attractive 
display folder. While legal tender, they will not be is- 
sued to circulation. 


__ Heard island & McDonald Islands 


) HEAITAGE 


Auntralion $1 Coin 
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